Or bitterly to fpw^Wourteproofe,, 

Bcft fits my degree, or your condidoni :, : ; . 

Yoiir loue deferucs my thaiV^es, but my def$ri- 
Vtimeritabl* Hiunes-y our high requert, ■' 

rirft.ii'' all obftacles vyfre quc away, 

And that my path Were euen to the (Ctow.ne ,; . ,j - o' 
As my right reuenew and dueby-bitih, ^ 

Yet fo much i s my pouerty o-f- ipkit. 

So mighty audio many my defc6is, 

As I had rather hide me from my greatneCfc, 

Beinga barke'to brooke no mighty fea, . 

Then in my greatnefle couet to be bid,<^ . 

Andin the vapour.,of ray glory fmothered t 
But God be tlaanked thers no need forme, 

And much! need to heipe you'if need were. 

The royail ttee hath left vs royall fruity^. 

W hich mellowed by the ftealing houres of time, 

■Will well. become-th'e feate of Maiefty ; 

And make, po do ubtjvs happy by his raigne, . 

On him I lay what you would on uie; . 

The right and fortune of his happy ftarres, , 

Which God defend that I (hould wring from him* 

^y-Loedythis argues confciencc in your Grace 
But the re fpe^ s ther^f are nice and tauiall, . . 

All circumftances wdi confidefed. 

You fay that your brothers fonne,"' - 

So fiy we too but not by Edwards wife ; 

For firft he was contrailed to Lady Lucy, 

Your mother Hues a witnefTe to that vow. 

And afterwards by fubftitute betrothed . 

X To5c»«fifte?tothe King of.A>^_«c^,• 

The^c both put by a poore petitioner, 

A care-craid mother of many children, 

A beauty-waining and diftreffed widdow> 

Euen in the afternoone of her beft dayes. 

Made price and purchace of his luilfull eye. 
Seduce the pitch and height of all bis thoughts^! 

To bale declention loathed bigamy, 

By herintbisvnlawfullbed hegotj 


This 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE Richard Hi [SSC 2212\) LONDON, 


of Richard the'7})ird. 

This our manners terme the Prince ! 

More bitterly could 1 expoftulate, 

caue that forrcuerence to fotue alme ^ 

\ glue a fparing limit to my tongue : 

Then good my Lord,taketoyour royall felfe, 

This proffered benefit of dignity? 

If nouablcffe vs and the Land witiiall. 

Yet to draw out your royall ftocke. 

From the corruption of , a bufy time, 

.DM gS mfLoX yo” ' 

make them ioyfull, grant ther lawfuU fm^^ 

GU . Ala s,why fliouid you heape thofe cares on me, 

1 am vufit for fiatc and dignity; 

I doe befcech you take it not amiti?, 

I cannot nor I will not ycild to you. . , 

J?«r.Ifyourefufe teas ialoue and zeaie. 

Loth to depofe the child your bre thers fonne. 

As well we know your tenderneffe of heart. 

An d '^ehitle kind effeminate • reinorfe. 

Which we haue noted' in you to your km. 

And equally indeed to all cflates, 

Yet whether you except our fuit or no , 

Your brothers fon fhaU heuer raigne our King, 

But we will plant fome other in the Throne, 

To the difgrace and downcfall of your houfe :• 

And in this refelution here 1 leaue you , 

Come CiuYens, zounds, lie intreatno more. 

C/e. O doe not fweare my Lota of 
^ 4 ^. Call them againe -my Lord, and ac;jept their lu^. 

Do good my Lord,lead all the Land do rew lU 
G/o. Wouid you enforce me to a world of care . 
Wellcall them againe,! am not made of ftones. 

But pencirab’e to your kind intents. 

Albeit againlt my cc.nfeience,and my foule ; 

Coufin of and you fage graue men, 

Since you will buckle fortune on my backe, 

T’o beare the burthen whether I will or no, 

1 muft haue patience to endure the loade* 

H » ’ 'R”*’ 


